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Terra De Aura

Terra de Aura is a premium 

concept store for clean and 

organic beauty, located at The 

Capital Fort and online. Here, 

you’ll discover a carefully 

curated selection of Bulgarian 

brands, each with its own 

authentic story and distinctive 

craftsmanship.

From face and body care to 

fragrances and candles, oils, 

men’s grooming, mother & 

baby essentials, and luxurious 

gift sets — every product is 

chosen for its pure ingredients 

and uncompromising quality.

Terra de Aura е премиум 

концептуален магазин за 

чиста и органична 

козметика в The Capital Fort 

и онлайн. Тук откривате 

внимателно подбрани 

български марки, всяка с 

автентична история и 

майсторство. 

Продукти за лице и тяло, 

аромати и свещи, масла, 

мъжка линия, грижа за мама 

и бебе, луксозни подаръчни 

комплекти — чисти 

съставки, без компромис с 

качеството.

WELCOME 
TO SOFIA

Sofia is more than 
a city - it`s a feeling, 
ancient and modern,
calm and vibranr.
Let this guide be 
your local friend.
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Празнувайте Деня на София в 
емблематичните Централни хали!

Потопете се в автентичната атмосфера 
на столицата и станете част от празника в 
една от най-красивите исторически сгради в 
града. През целия ден ви очаква богата културна 
програма — любопитни лекции, тематични 
изложби, арт работилници и изненади за малки и 
големи.
Докоснете се до антична Сердика в сутерена 
или се пренесете в Азия с кухнята на Mama Rice. 
За десерт може да се насладите на гледката от 
втория етаж с вкусна торта от сладкарница 
„Неделя“.  
Усетете духа на стара София в комбинация с 
модернния комфорт на съвременния ритейл. 

Celebrate So	 a Day at the iconic Central Hall!

Immerse yourself in the authentic atmosphere of 
the capital and be part of the celebration in one 
of the city’s most beautiful historical buildings. A 
rich cultural program awaits you throughout the 
day—interesting lectures, thematic exhibitions, 
art workshops, and surprises for both children and 
adults.
Discover ancient Serdica in the basement or 
transport yourself to Asia with the cuisine at Mama 
Rice. For dessert, you can enjoy the view from the 
second � oor with a delicious cake from the “Nedelya” 
pastry shop.
Experience the spirit of old So� a combined with the 
modern comfort of contemporary retail. 

See the program of Scena Central Halls 
for the month of September HERE.

Вижте програмата на Сцена Централни 
хали за месец септември ТУК.
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Serdica ancient cultural and 
communicative complex

Saint Nedelya 
Cathedral

SOFIA – THE CITY 
THAT GROWS, BUT 
NEVER AGES

At the heart of the Balkans, at the foot 
of the majestic Vitosha Mountain, 
lies Sofia – one of Europe’s oldest 
capitals, with a history spanning 
more than 7,000 years. Here, layers 
of time intertwine in a unique way – 
ancient Roman streets, early Christian 
churches, Ottoman monuments, 
classical European architecture and 
modern buildings coexist in harmony, 
turning the city into a place where the 
past and present meet at every turn.
“Sofia” means Divine Wisdom – a 
symbol of the city’s spirituality and 
timelessness. Its history dates back 
to the Neolithic period (7th millennium 
BC), when its rich mineral springs 
attracted the first settlers. Over the 
centuries, Thracians, Romans, Slavs 
and Proto-Bulgarians all left their mark 
here.
Known as Serdica, the city became one 
of the most important centres of the 
Roman Empire. Emperor Constantine 
the Great valued it so highly that he is 
said to have declared: “Serdica is my 
Rome.” It is no coincidence that today, 
in the very heart of modern Sofia, 

visitors can admire the impressive 
remains of ancient baths, fortification 
walls and temples.
During the Middle Ages, the city 
was known as Sredets, owing to its 
strategic location in the centre of the 
Balkan Peninsula. Later, it took its 
name from the Basilica of St. Sophia. 
Since 1879, Sofia has been the capital 
of the restored Bulgarian state. In a 
remarkably short time, it developed into 
a modern city, its elegant appearance 
shaped by talented architects from 
across Europe.

SOFIA OVERVIEW6



SOFIA OVERVIEW 7

Sofia is more than just 
a capital city. 

It is a city of civilizations, spirituality, 
and timeless wisdom — a place 

where every street tells a story, every 
building preserves a memory, and 
every visit awakens the desire to 

return once again.Ivan Vazov 
National Theatre

Saint Sofia 
Church

St. Alexander Nevsky 
Cathedral

Vitosha Nature Park provides 
excellent opportunities for recreation, 
while the healing mineral springs 
continue to be one of the city’s most 
valuable symbols.

The capital’s motto – “Grows, but 
Never Ages” – perfectly captures the 
spirit of the city. Sofia is not simply 
a capital, but a place shaped by 
civilizations and wisdom, where every 
street tells a story and every visit 
inspires the desire to return.

A walk through the city centre is a 
true journey through the centuries. 
Within just a few minutes’ walk 
of one another are the ancient 
Serdica archaeological complex, 
the churches of St. Sophia and St. 
Alexander Nevsky, the Rotunda of 
St. George, Banya Bashi Mosque, 
the Central Mineral Baths, the 
Synagogue and the Catholic 
Cathedral – a unique ensemble 
celebrating cultural and religious 
diversity.

Today, Sofia is home to around 1.3 
million people. The city offers a 
vibrant cultural life, with museums, 
theatres, galleries and festivals, 
as well as lively streets lined with 
welcoming restaurants and cafés that 
combine tradition with contemporary 
cuisine.

One of the capital’s greatest treasures 
is its nature. Few cities in the world 
offer such an easy transition from a 
bustling city centre to mountain trails 
and ski slopes in just twenty minutes. 
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СОФИЯ – ГРАДЪТ, 
КОЙТО РАСТЕ, НО   
НЕ СТАРЕЕ

В сърцето на Балканите, в 
подножието на величествената 
Витоша, се намира София – една 
от най-древните европейски 
столици с над 7 000-годишна 
история. Тук пластовете на 
времето се преплитат по 
неповторим начин – антични 
римски улици, раннохристиянски 
храмове, османски паметници, 
класическа европейска и модерна 
архитектура съществуват в 
хармония, превръщайки града 
в място, където миналото и 
настоящето се срещат на всяка 
крачка.
„София“ означава Божия 
Премъдрост – символ на 
духовността и непреходността 
на града. Историята му започва 
още през неолита (VII хил. пр. 
Хр.), когато богатите минерални 
извори привличат първите 
заселници. През вековете тук 
оставят своя отпечатък траки, 
римляни, славяни и прабългари.
С името Сердика градът 
се превръща в един от най-

Ротондата „Свети Георги“

важните центрове на Римската 
империя. Император Константин 
Велики толкова го ценял, че 
казвал: „Сердика е моят Рим.“. 
Неслучайно днес в самото сърце 
на съвременна София могат да 
се видят внушителните останки 
от някогашни терми, крепостни 
стени и храмове.
През Средновековието градът 
е известен като Средец заради 
стратегическото си положение 
в центъра на полуострова, а по-
късно приема името на базиликата 
„Света София“. От 1879 г. София 
е столица на възстановената 
българска държава. За кратко 
време тя се превръща в модерен 
град, чийто изящен облик 
е създаден от талантливи 
архитекти от цяла Европа.

Народно събрание
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минерални извори продължават 
да бъдат един от най-ценните 
символи на града.

Девизът на столицата – „Расте, 
но не старее“ – прекрасно описва 
духа на града. София не е просто 
столица, а място на цивилизации 
и мъдрост, където всяка улица 
разказва история, а всяко 
посещение буди желанието да се 
върнете отново.

Разходката из централната част 
е истинско пътешествие през 
вековете. На минути пеша един 
от друг се намират античният 
комплекс „Сердика“, храмовете 
„Света София“ и „Свети 
Александър Невски“, Ротондата 
„Свети Георги“, джамията „Баня 
баши“, Централната минерална 
баня, Синагогата и Католическата 
катедрала – уникален ансамбъл 
на културно и религиозно 
многообразие.

Днес София е дом на около 1,3 
милиона души. Градът предлага 
богат културен живот с музеи, 
театри, галерии, фестивали, както 
и оживени улици с уютни заведения, 
съчетаващи традицията със 
съвременната гастрономия.

Едно от най-големите богатства 
на столицата е природата. Малко 
градове в света предлагат преход 
от оживения център до планински 
пътеки и ски писти само за 
двадесет минути. Природен парк 
„Витоша“ осигурява отлични 
условия за отдих, а лековитите 

София не е просто 
столица.

Тя е град на цивилизации, на 
духовност и на вечната мъдрост 

– място, където всяка улица 
разказва история, всяка сграда 
пази спомен, а всяко посещение 

засилва желанието ви да се 
върнете отново.

Природен парк “Витоша”

Сърцето на София



The Saint Nedelya Church 
Аn Orthodox Christian church that rises in the center of the
square bearing the same name, right in the heart of the 
capital.
It is dedicated to Saint Kyriaki the Great Martyr.
The church is also a symbolic link between Bulgaria
and Serbia, as it houses the relics of Stefan Uroš II Milutin,
a medieval Serbian king.

The Statue of Sofia – Serdika Metro Station
The Statue of So� a stands on the site of the main ancient gate 
of the city. Khan Krum passed through this gate in 809, when 
the city was surrendered to him.
The monument stands 26 meters tall and represents an              
allegorical image of the saint. It is the work of sculptor Georgi 
Chapkanov and architect Stanislav Konstantinov.

3

Sofia Synagogue
The So� a Synagogue is a symbol of Bulgarian Jewry. Built 
between 1905 and 1909, it is the largest synagogue in the Balkans 
and the third largest in Europe.
In addition to its unique Sephardic-style architecture and the 
massive 2,200-kilogram brass chandelier, the building also 
houses the Jewish Historical Museum. 
Note: To enter the synagogue, please ring the bell
at the entrance on Ekzarh Joseph Street.

5

St. Joseph’s Church is one of the largest Roman Catholic 
churches in Bulgaria. On May 25, 2002, during his apostolic 

pilgrimage to Bulgaria, Pope John Paul II laid the foundation 
stone for the new cathedral on the site of the original church.

The construction of the new church was made possible through 
� nancial donations from Catholics around the world.

St. Joseph’s Church 

4
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Basic Sofia tourBasic Sofia tour
WE OFFER

YOU CHOOSE
For the best experience, we recommend starting from the � rst location on the route. 

Each stop builds on the last, guiding you through So� a’s stories step by step.

1

Church of St. Petka Samardzhiyska is a small medieval 
Orthodox church in the center of So� a, near Serdika metro 

station.   It was built approximately between the 11th and 14th 
centuries.The church is partly below street level, which was 

common for churches during the Ottoman period. Inside there 
are wall paintings (frescoes) from the 14th–19th centuries.                          

It is one of the oldest preserved churches in So� a.

The Church of St. Petka Samardzhiyska



Scan
to 
start 
the 
tour

The center of So� a is � lled with layers of history — from 
ancient ruins to grand architecture and sacred sites. Every 
turn might lead you to a hidden story, a quiet courtyard, or 
a place that has witnessed centuries.
Along the way, you’ll discover many more beautiful and 
unexpected places. Take your time, enjoy the walk, and 
don’t forget to pause for a break now and then — the city 
reveals its charm slowly.

Hali – Kaufland Market Hall
The construction of the building began in 1909, based on a
design by architect Naum Torbov, and it opened its doors in 1911. 
The interior halls are an excellent example of Neo-Byzantine
architecture, while the exterior façade is richly decorated
with intricate stone sculptures.
The Central So� a Market Hall is the � rst modern covered market
in Bulgaria. Thanks to its magni� cent architecture, the building 
was declared a cultural monument of national importance in 1955.

Today, you can enjoy aromatic co� ee, pizza, and delicious sand-
wiches in a unique historic setting. Take a break, relax,
and soak in the atmosphere of the Central Market Hall —
a place where tradition meets the rhythm of the city.

6

In 1567, the Ottoman architect Mimar Sinan built a mosque using red 
bricks and stone. Above the entrance arch, there is a stone plaque 

with a painted inscription that is now unreadable. The mosque is 
still active today and can hold up to 1,200 people during Bayram 

celebrations, although its regular capacity is smaller. The name of 
the mosque — a remnant of the Ottoman era — means “many baths”. 

It was called so because it was built over natural mineral springs.

The Central Mineral Bath was built between 1905 and 1910, 
based on a design by architects Petko Momchilov and Friedrich 
Grünanger. Considered one of the � nest examples of Bulgarian 
architecture, it combines a richly decorated façade and interior in 
the so-called “national style,” also known as Neo-Byzantine.

The bath operated until 1988 and was later repurposed as the 
Museum of the History of So� a. Its north wing still functions today, 
using the natural mineral water.

Sofia History Museum / Central Mineral Bath

8

The museum exhibition spans 400 m2, where illusions meet scienti� c 
inventions and art. Physics and optics are presented alongside 

mysterious artworks and classic riddles. This exceptional educational 
experience is enhanced by interactive entertainment — drawing with 
light, creating shadows, and capturing unforgettable moments in an 

upside-down world. Have doubts about how a particular invention 
works? Explore, experiment, and let curiosity guide you.

Museum of Illusions

9

The oldest French restaurant in So� a welcomes 
its guests with a warm atmosphere and 
timeless French elegance. For the past 25 
years, the Roche family has been creating 
culinary delights in the ground � oor of a 
charming old house, located in one of So� a’s 
most authentic neighborhoods. This cozy 
bistro is the perfect setting for a romantic 
date or a delightful dinner with friends. As 
L’Étranger is a small and intimate venue, 
reservations are highly recommended. The 
menu is concise and features classic dishes 
from French cuisine. 

L’ Etranger restaurant

7
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Banya Bashi Mosque
(can also be just “The Mosque” in informal context)



St. George Rotunda Place
The red brick Rotunda of St. George is considered the oldest 
preserved building in So� a. It stands behind the Balkan 
Hotel, nestled among the remains of the ancient Roman 
town of Serdica. Inside the church, three layers of frescoes 
have been discovered, with the earliest dating back to the 
10th century. The dome is adorned with magni� cent frescoes 
of 22 prophets, each over two meters tall.

Royal Palace
The � rst home of the National Gallery was the Royal Palace in 
So� a. Today, its elegant halls host temporary exhibitions of both 
Bulgarian and international art.
The building was constructed shortly after Bulgaria’s Libera-
tion from Ottoman rule (1878), and following the declaration of 
So� a as the capital (1879). The � rst Bulgarian knyaz, Alexander I 
Battenberg (1879–1886), commissioned Viennese architect Viktor 
Rumpelmayer to transform the former Ottoman konak into a royal 
residence. The Palace o�  cially opened on 26 December 1882.

St. Alexander Nevski Temple Church
The St. Alexander Nevsky Cathedral is one of So� a’s most 
iconic landmarks — a place where every visitor stops in awe.
It was built in honor of Russian Tsar Alexander II, known in 
Bulgaria as the “Tsar Liberator”, whose army freed the country 
from Ottoman rule. The cathedral was named after St. Alexan-
der Nevsky, patron saint of the Tsar and the Romanov dynasty.
The foundation stone was laid in 1882, but construction wasn’t 
completed until 1912.

Built in 1912 by Russian workmen, this church stands at the 
corner of Tsar Osvoboditel Boulevard and Benkovski Street. 
It re� ects the traditional style of Moscow’s decorative arts, 

painting, and architecture.
A tall central dome is surrounded by four smaller ones, creating 

a striking silhouette. The exterior is a visual delight, adorned 
with rich colors and intricate details that make the Russian 

Church one of the most charming landmarks in So� a.

Russian Church

The National Museum of Archaeology
The National Museum of Archaeology is located in the 
center of So� a. It is housed in the 15th-century Buyuk 

Mosque, one of the oldest preserved buildings in the city.
Inside, you’ll � nd fascinating treasures from prehistoric 

times to the Middle Ages — a must-see for anyone curious 
about Bulgaria’s ancient past.

Along the Yellow
Along the Yellow

Cobblestones
Cobblestones

WE OFFER

YOU CHOOSE

2

3

4

For the best experience, we recommend starting from the � rst location on the route. 
Each stop builds on the last, guiding you through So� a’s stories step by step.

1

5
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This walk leads through So� a’s historic core, a path 
paved with stories of power, faith, and national spirit. 
From ancient temples to grand institutions, every 
step reveals layers of the city’s identity. Take your 
time, pause often, and let the yellow stones guide you 
through So� a’s living history.
Look up, slow down, and let the architecture speak — 
its details hold memories of generations. And when 
the walk ends, the city will feel just a little more famil-
iar, and maybe even a little more yours.

The Parliament 
The National Assembly building, declared a cultural 

monument, stands on the square bearing the same name, 
along Tsar Osvoboditel Boulevard.

It was constructed in three stages between 1884 and 
1928, based on plans by Viennese architect Konstantin 

Jovanović. The elegant neoclassical design, with its 
symmetrical façade and arched windows, re� ects the 

aspirations of the newly liberated Bulgarian state.
Above the main entrance, the national motto proudly 

reads: “Unity Makes Strength.”

So� a University “St. Kliment Ohridski” is the oldest institution 
of higher education in Bulgaria, founded on October 1, 1888.
The main building was constructed between 1924 and 1934 
with the � nancial support of brothers Evlogi and Hristo 
Georgievi, whose statues now stand proudly on its façade.
Its grand architecture and academic legacy make it not only a 
symbol of knowledge, but also a landmark deeply woven into 
So� a’s cultural identity.

Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”

The National Library, named after the Slavic � rst teachers — St. 
Cyril and St. Methodius, who created the Cyrillic alphabet, holds a 
collection of over 7 million titles from all over the world, in a wide 

variety of languages.

Founded on June 17, 1879, the library was originally housed in two 
separate buildings, both destroyed during the Anglo-American 
bombing of So� a in 1944. It was later rebuilt and o�  cially reo-

pened in 1953.

St. St. Cyril and Methodius National Library

Tucked away in a quiet courtyard just o�  the busy
boulevards, the Architect’s Club is housed in a beautiful historic 
building that blends timeless architectural charm with a cozy, 
artistic atmosphere.

The building was designed in 1912 in
Baroque style and completed in 1914
by Bulgarian architect Kiril Marichkov.

It’s the perfect place to unwind after your
walk — enjoy a drink, re� ect on the day,
and soak in the ambiance where So� a’s
cultural and creative spirit quietly lingers.

Restaurant Club of the Architects

Scan
to 
start 
the 
tour

7

6

8
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The Secrets

of Sofia
WE OFFER

YOU CHOOSE

The Saint Sofia Basilica
It is one of the four symbols on the capital’s coat of arms. 
After many years of hard work on the project by a large team 
of archaeologists, historians, architects, and preserva-
tionists, residents and visitors of the capital will have the 
opportunity to connect with So� a’s rich archaeological 
heritage. 
Stepping inside feels like traveling centuries back, where 
every stone has a story.

The Monument to the Unknown Soldier 
This monument honors the countless Bulgar-

ian soldiers who lost their lives in defense 
of their homeland. It features an eternal 

� ame and soil from Stara Zagora and Shipka 
Pass—sites of two pivotal battles during the 

Russo-Turkish War of Liberation.
Visitors often pause here not only to pay 

their respects, but to feel the quiet power of 
a nation’s memory.

2

The Monument to the Tsar Liberator
Also known as the Monument of the Liberators, this is one 
of the most iconic and artistically signi� cant landmarks in 
So� a. It was built in gratitude to Russian Emperor Alexander 
II, honoring Bulgaria’s Liberation in 1878 and symbolizing 
national freedom.
The monument was designed by Italian sculptor Arnaldo 
Zocchi, winner of an international competition in 1900. The 
foundation stone was laid on April 23, 1901, and the unveil-
ing took place in 1907.
Today, it remains a powerful reminder of Bulgaria’s connec-
tion to its history — a solemn � gure watching over the city, 
steady and timeless.

3

For the best experience, we recommend starting from the � rst location on the route. 
Each stop builds on the last, guiding you through So� a’s stories step by step.

The Tomb of
Prince Alexander I Battenberg

Tucked just o�  the busy streets, this quiet space holds the 
memory of Bulgaria’s � rst ruler after the Liberation. Prince 

Alexander I reigned from 1879 to 1886. After his early death 
in Graz, his � nal wish was clear: to return to the land he 

once led.
Step inside, and the noise of the city fades. What remains 

is silence, reverence, and the feeling that you’ve entered a 
space where history still breathes.

4
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Bulgarian soldiers who lost their lives in 
defense of their homeland. It features an 

eternal � ame and soil from Stara Zagora and 
Shipka Pass—sites of two pivotal battles 

during the Russo-Turkish War of Liberation.
Visitors often pause here not only to pay 

their respects, but to feel the quiet power of 
a nation’s memory.

2

The Monument to the Tsar Liberator
Also known as the Monument of the Liberators, this is one 
of the most iconic and artistically signi� cant landmarks in 
So� a. It was built in gratitude to Russian Emperor Alexander 
II, honoring Bulgaria’s Liberation in 1878 and symbolizing 
national freedom.
The monument was designed by Italian sculptor Arnaldo 
Zocchi, winner of an international competition in 1900. 
The foundation stone was laid on April 23, 1901, and the 
unveiling took place in 1907.
Today, it remains a powerful reminder of Bulgaria’s 
connection to its history — a solemn � gure watching over 
the city, steady and timeless.

3

For the best experience, we recommend starting from the � rst location on the route. 
Each stop builds on the last, guiding you through So� a’s stories step by step.

The Tomb of
Prince Alexander I Battenberg

Tucked just o�  the busy streets, this quiet space holds the 
memory of Bulgaria’s � rst ruler after the Liberation. Prince 

Alexander I reigned from 1879 to 1886. After his early death 
in Graz, his � nal wish was clear: to return to the land he 

once led.
Step inside, and the noise of the city fades. What remains 

is silence, reverence, and the feeling that you’ve entered a 
space where history still breathes.

4
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This walk isn’t just about landmarks — it’s about what 
lingers between them. It leads through So� a’s quiet 
power: stories behind monuments, meanings in build-
ings, spirit in side streets. From the solemn grace of the 
Basilica of St. So� a to the buzz of Shishman Street, this 
route reveals layers that rarely make the guidebooks — 
but stay with you.
You’ll pass memorials that speak without words, 
churches full of memory, and corners where the past feels 
close. Then, almost without noticing, you’ll step into a 
livelier So� a — with local shops, galleries, and bars alive 
with energy.
It’s a journey of contrasts: stone and soul, silence and 
chatter. Every turn holds something unsaid.
Take your time. Let the details draw you in.
Because the real So� a doesn’t shout — it whispers.
And if you listen, it will tell you its secrets.

15

The Church of St. Sedmochislenitsi has an ancient history. 
Until 1900, it was known as the “Kodja Dervish Mehmed Pasha 
Mosque,” also called the “Imaret Mosque.” Older Sofia resi-
dents know it as the “Black Mosque.”
Let us recall the core idea that inspired several guardians of 
national spirit, starting with Petko Karavelov — whose grave 
lies in front of the altar wall — to invest time and resources into 
establishing the Church of St. Sedmochislenitsi. The goal was 
to glorify in Divine Service the Slavic-Bulgarian enlighteners: 
the holy brothers Cyril and Methodius, their disciples Clement, 
Naum, Sava, Gorazd, and Angelarii, and all other saints of God 
who have shone in holiness on Bulgarian land.

Capital Temple “St. Sedmochislenitsi”

Tavern “Izbata”

Ivan Vazov National Theatre

Located in the heart of So� a, it takes you back to the 
atmosphere of a traditional Bulgarian village home, where 

you can enjoy delicious Bulgarian cuisine.
The tavern brings together authentic recipes from all 

regions of Bulgaria. Individual visits are possible with a 
reservation, and guests can also enjoy a rich selection of 

Bulgarian wines.
The restaurant is especially popular with international 

groups who come not only to enjoy a traditional meal, but 
also to take a taste of Bulgaria home with them.

The Ivan Vazov National Theatre is Bulgaria’s oldest and 
most prestigious theatrical institution, standing as a daz-
zling masterpiece of Neoclassical architecture. Designed 

by the renowned Viennese architectural duo Hermann 
Helmer and Ferdinand Fellner, the magni� cent building 

opened its doors in 1907.
The striking red and white facade is crowned by an ornate 

pediment depicting Apollo and the muses of art, sup-
ported by majestic white marble columns. The theatre 
proudly bears the name of Ivan Vazov, the patriarch of 

Bulgarian literature.
Nestled in the lush surroundings of the City Garden, the 

lively square in front of the theatre, complete with its 
beautiful fountains, is a beloved gathering spot for locals. 
Pause here to soak in the vibrant atmosphere and feel the 

enduring artistic heartbeat of the capital.
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Vitosha:                     Vitosha:                     

The green heart 
The green heart 

above the capital.
above the capital.

YOU CHOOSE

3hours

7.5 км

Bike Center – 170 Cherni Vrah Blvd.
Every great mountain escape needs a proper 
starting line, and ours begins at our favorite bike 
shop in the city — Bike Center. Located on the 
main boulevard leading up to the mountain, it’s 
a paradise for outdoor lovers and professional 
riders alike. Take a moment to browse their 
impressive selection of premium gear, catch the 
contagious vibe of the local cycling community, 
and get inspired for the ascent ahead. It’s exactly 
where city life shifts into mountain gear.

Aleko Waterfalls
Leaving the city buzz behind, the trail leads you 
straight into the cooling shade of the forest. 
Follow the murmuring sound of water to discover 
the Aleko Waterfalls – a picturesque cascade 
hidden among lush greenery. The falls are proudly 
named after Aleko Konstantinov, the celebrated 
Bulgarian writer who founded the organized hiking 
movement in the country back in 1895. 

2

For the best experience, we recommend starting from the � rst location on the route. Each stop takes you higher into Vitosha’s embrace, guiding you from the city’s edge to pure nature step by step. The entire route is fully accessible and perfect for bikes!

1

Getting to the next stop: Just 130 meters away from the shop, 
catch bus 64 at the “KV. KRASTOVA VADA” stop. Ride for four 
stops and get o�  at “KV. DRAGALEVTSI”, where your hike 
towards the Aleko Waterfalls begins

Here you will see a beautiful series of cascading steps along the 
Dragalevska River, reaching a total height of about 15-20 meters. 
Known a� ectionately as “Shtastlivetsa” (The Lucky One), Aleko often 
hiked these very trails, drawing endless inspiration from his beloved 
mountain.

from the city’s edge to pure nature step by step. The entire route is fully 
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Pasha Bunar Shelter
Further along the green trail, nestled deep within 
the old beech forest, you will reach the Pasha 
Bunar shelter. The name translates from Ottoman 
Turkish as “The Pasha’s Spring,” and true to its 
origins, the area features a refreshing mountain 
water fountain. With its solid stone structure and 
wooden benches, it serves as the ultimate resting 
spot. It’s a favorite place for hikers to catch their 
breath, enjoy a quick forest picnic, and listen to 
the birds before continuing the journey toward 
the monastery.

3
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Here, you can witness the magic of the Nestinarstvo 
� re-dancing ritual, performed barefoot on 
glowing embers to the sounds of  Bulgarian 
music – a unique tradition passed down through 
generations.
Enjoy the fresh mountain air in the restaurant’s 
beautiful garden at the foot of Vitosha Mountain. 
Savor generous portions and traditional family 
recipes that bring the � avors of Bulgaria’s past to 
life.
We highly recommend Vodenitzata for an 
unforgettable culinary and cultural experience. 
Reserve your table and become part of the magic 
of Vodenitzata.

Restaurant “Vodenitzata”

Dragalevtsi Monastery                       
“Holy Mother of God”

As you begin your gentle descent from the mountain 
heights, the trail reveals a true historical treasure. 

Founded in the 14th century, the Dragalevtsi 
Monastery was once a vital part of the “So� a Holy 

Mountain” – a ring of spiritual centers surrounding 
the capital. Beyond its stunning religious frescoes 

and serene courtyard, the monastery holds a deeply 
patriotic legacy, having served as a secret refuge 

for Bulgaria’s national hero, Vasil Levski. Take a 
moment to wander through the quiet courtyard 

and feel the centuries of history preserved in this 
peaceful mountain retreat.

SOFIA OVERVIEW

5

Welcome to Vodenitzata – an 
iconic restaurant where great 
food, an exceptional wine 
selection, and authentic 
Bulgarian folklore come 
together.
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Nature Park Vitosha, public bus 66’s last stop                  
&+359 878 879 888
https://hotelmoreni.bg/
reservation@hotelmoreni.bg

Hotel Moreni is located on the eastern slope 
of Vitosha Mountain, 20 km distance from the 
centre of Sofia. Positioned at an elevation of 1780 
meters along the stunning ridge below Aleko, it 
boasts unparalleled panoramic vistas of Vitosha 
Nature Park. The hotel provides an idyllic retreat, 

111 Alexandar Malinov Blvd,
& +359 2 80 70 707              Public transport:
E: info@cpsofia.bg                       Metro, B-111
W: www.cpsofia.bg 

Experience unparalleled excellence at Crowne 
Plaza® Sofia 5* - a thoughtfully designed 

characterized by the invigorating scent of pine 
trees and awe-inspiring scenery, making it an 
ideal destination for relaxation. Moreover, its 
strategic location serves as a starting point for 
numerous hiking trails, including treks to Vitosha 
mountain’s pinnacle, Cherni Vruh, achievable 
in just ninety minutes. With a capacity of 21 
rooms, Hotel Moreni offers an intimate setting 
suitable for small to medium-sized enterprises 
seeking exclusive bookings for corporate retreats. 
Whether guests seek solace in nature or pursue 
winter sports and hiking, our commitment to 
delivering personalized service ensures a 
remarkable and unforgettable stay.
At Hotel Moreni, guests can enjoy a cozy spa 
center featuring amenities such as a sauna, steam 
bath, jacuzzi, tepidarium, and a relaxation area 
with a forest view. Additionally, the hotel offers a 
restaurant, a lobby bar with an outdoor covered 
terrace, room service, and complimentary Wi-Fi 
access.

gem offering 130 upscale rooms & suites, 
seven meeting spaces, the refined Kilim Fine 
Dining Restaurant and the charming A Priori 
Restaurant & Garden, as well as a 19-meter 
swimming pool with crystal-clear waters. 
Whether it’s a state-of-the-art conference centre, 
a world-class wellbeing retreat, or a sky bar 
with stunning views, Crowne Plaza Sofia offers 
amenities that are designed to enhance your 
stay and create an unforgettable experience.

83 Bulgaria Blvd.                                Public transport:
& +359 2 818 96 18                      № 304, 67, Tram 7

www. all.accor.com/hotel/C1G1/
hc1g1@accor.com

Mercure Sofia City Hotel is located in the heart 
of Sofia’s business district, with easy access 
to shopping and entertainment venues such as 
Bulgaria Mall, and close to Vitosha Mountain and 
Boyana Church. The hotel features 111 modern 
rooms designed under the “Feel the Local” concept, 
offering comfort and a welcoming atmosphere.
Guests can enjoy a restaurant serving 
international cuisine with local influences, as 
well as a lobby bar and bistro. Additional facilities 
include a 24-hour fitness center, a relaxation 
area with a sauna and salt room, and modern 
co-working spaces and meeting rooms.
Ideal for both business and leisure travelers, the 
hotel provides a convenient and comfortable base 
for exploring Sofia, working, or relaxing.

6 Stara Planina Str.                  Public Transport:

Mobile: +359 888 1111 24              Tm-20, 22

& +359 2 9151500                               Metro

manager@eurostarssofiacity.com

www.eurostarssofiacity.com

Located in Sofia, 400 metres from Cathedral Saint 
Alexandar Nevski, Eurostars Sofia City provides 
accommodation with a restaurant, private parking, 
a bar and a shared lounge. This 4-star hotel offers 
a tour desk and luggage storage space. The 
accommodation offers a 24-hour front desk, airport 
transfers, room service and free WiFi. At the hotel, 
each room is equipped with a desk. Guest rooms will 
provide guests with air conditioning, a safety deposit 
box and a TV. A continental breakfast is available 
daily at Eurostars Sofia City. The property has a 
hairdresser’s and business centre. Popular points 
of interest near the accommodation include Sofia 
University St. Kliment Ohridski, Council of Ministers 
Building and Ivan Vazov Theater. The nearest airport 
is Sofia Airport, 6 km from Eurostars Sofia City.
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115N Tsarigradsko Shosse Blvd.  

& /Fax +359 290 43 000                Public transport:

www.novotel.com/8468                  Metro; B-84, 204, 604
e-mail: h8468-re@accor.com 

Novotel Sofia is ideally located in one of the 
most important business districts of Sofia and 
is only 10 min from the historical city center 
and the airport. This new 4-star hotel is adjacent 
to The Mall, one of Sofia’s biggest shopping 
and entertainment centers. Either you come for 
business, for a meeting or with your family, you 
will be fascinated by the modern atmosphere 
and functionality of its design. WIFI is free of 
charge in all hotel spaces. Take advantage of 
the NOVO 2 Lounge Bar & Restaurant or relax 
in Balance fitness where massages are also 
available. Parking is free for all hotel guests.

Sofia, 4 Simeonovsko Shose Bldg.                                                            
&+359 879 440 000             Public transport:
hayashi-hotel.bg       Metro, 67, 97, 98, 102, 288

reservations@hayashi-hotel.bg

Hayashi Residence is a sanctuary of tranquility, 
where Japanese hospitality, refined comfort, 
and harmony come together. Enjoy SPA SHIMA 
and an unforgettable stay, thoughtfully crafted 
with attention to every detail.

40, Bulgarska Morava Str.

& +359 2 4232129

reception@aurora-sofia-hotel.eu

www.aurora-sofia-hotel.eu

Hotel “Aurora Sofia” is located in the heart of 
the capital, close to two major boulevards, 
“Todor Aleksandrov” and “Al. Stamboliyski“, 
Opalchenska Metro Station and Mall Sofia

Public transport:

Metro, Tram 3,8,10

25, Nezabravka Str.                          

e-mail: marketing@parkhotelmoskva.net       

Park Hotel Moskva is located near one of Sofia’s 
most beautiful and green areas – Borisova Garden. 
Its prime location ensures excellent access to all 
major transport connections.

The hotel offers 120 rooms and 90 suites with 
stunning panoramic views, 2 restaurants, a summer 
garden, 7 conference halls with a capacity of up to 
500 guests, parking, and much more.

108, Aldomirovska Str.                            
/Todor Alexandrov Blvd./                  Public transport:
& 02 920 16 54                         Metro, Tm 3, 8,10, Bus 60
e-mail: enquiries@sofia.easyhotel.com 
www.easyhotel-sofia.bg      www.easyhotel.com

APARTMENT RENTALS
Phone: +359 2 973 6246
Cell: +359 88 800 4820
reservations@hotelmontecito.bg
www.hotelmontecito.bg

Hotel Montecito is situated on the main boulevard, 
leading to the city center, close to Sofia Airport, 
Sofia Business Center and International Expo 
Center. The hotel features 101 well-appointed 
guestrooms, main restaurant, resembling a small 
palace, cozy summer garden,  outdoor swimming 
pool and large parking. Montecito Hall is the newest 
value in Sofia, luxury designed in style of  The 
Palace of Versailles, perfect for special events. 
Montecito kids is huge and attractive party center, 
offers professional animation and services. 

Public Transport:
B 88, 204, 5, 6, 7

easyHotel Sofia is part of the British hotel chain 
easyHotel.com, which is unique for offering modern 
facilities and impeccable service at unusually low 
rates. Situated on the corner of Aldomirovska street 
and the main Todor Alexandrov Boulevard, the hotel 
is on just 5 minutes walk from the beating heart of 
central Sofia. All the 56 rooms are minimized in size 
however each is equipped with private bathroom, 
double bed, TV and WiFi access, air-conditioning. 
A private parking is available on site at a small 
additional charge. The hotel has also a lovely sunny 
garden for summer chill out.

Public transport:
Metro& +3592 971 10 24  

bl. 531, Anna Ahmatova Str.,               
Mladost 1A Distr.           Public transport:
fax /& +359 2 974 41 60                            Metro
cell: +359 887 70 55 30     BUS: 213,88,76,305
e-mail: blok531@abv.bg        www.block531.com
BLOCK 531 – hotel accommodation double rooms 
and apartments, with guaranteed comfort and 
coziness and our new  BLOCK 533 - appropriate for a 
long stay with independent studios and apartments, 
bouth situated in South-East part of Sofia, Mladost 
1A, 5.5 km from the Sofia airport.
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HOSPITALS

INFO CENTER

SHORT-STAY PAID PARKING

BLUE ZONE   

Mon-Fri: 09.00-21.00   
Sat: 10.00-20.00  
max. stay 2 hrs

1.02 euro per hour

GREEN ZONE   

Mon-Fri: 09.00-21.00   
Sat: 10.00-18.00 
max. stay 4 hrs

0.51 euro per hour

www.sofiatraffic.bg
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dug.sghg.bg
бул. „Драган Цанков” 24 Ж. К. Изгрев,

София, П. К. 1113, тел.: 02/ 963 0856

ИЗЛОЖБА

АТАНАС ПАЦЕВ.
ПОРТРЕТИ И АВТОПОРТРЕТИ 

100 години от рождението              
на художника

до 27 септември

Изложбата „Атанас Пацев. 
Портрети и автопортрети“ е 
част от програма „Поколения“ 
на Художествена галерия „Дечко 
Узунов“, филиал на Софийска 
градска художествена галерия, 
която има за цел да популяризира 
живота, творчеството и 
преподавателската дейност 
на Дечко Узунов. През 2026 
се навършват 100 години от 
рождението на Атанас Пацев 
(1926–1999), който постъпва в 
Художествената академия през 
съдбовната есен на 1944 г. в класа 
на проф. Илия Петров, но избира да 
учи и се дипломира при проф. Дечко 
Узунов. По този повод Софийска 
градска художествена галерия 
представя експозиция с творби 
на художника, създадени в периода 
на 70-те и 80-те години на ХХ век, 
част от колекцията на галерията.

В рамките на изложбата може да 
бъде видян и филм, посветен на 
творчеството на Атанас Пацев.

The new art center in the heart of Sofia, where 
painting and music pulse in harmony! Here you’ll 
find exhibitions by innovative artists, boutique 
concerts by Tanya Di, and a permanent collection 
of paintings by Blagovest Zerliev and Silvana 
Papadami!

HERITAGE presents a permanent exhibition.

ART SPACE HERITAGE 

ART FROM THE HEART

Immerse yourself in the cozy world of creativity 
and beautiful scents. Craft your own unique 
scented candles in the first scented candles 
atelier in Sofia. The workshops are suitable for 
groups up to 6 persons or individuals.

59, Kazbek Str., 
1680 Sofia, Bulgaria
+359 87 931 0703  
Open: Tue – Fri 18:00 – 20:00
Sat – Sun 10:00 – 20:00
artfromtheheart.bg@gmail.com
www.artfromtheheart.bg

Step into a world of colour, inspiration and 
imagination, where there are no rules and every idea 
has a place. Slow down, leave the everyday behind, 
and give yourself permission to simply create.

Book your place in the scented candle workshop 
at +359 87 931 0703, Viber or WhatsApp

EXHIBITION

ATANAS PATSEV. 
PORTRAITS AND SELF-PORTRAITS 

100 Years Since the Artist’s Birth

Till 27th, September

The exhibition Atanas Patsev. Portraits 
and Self-Portraits is part of the Genera-
tions programme at the Dechko Uzunov 
Art Gallery, a branch of the Sofia City 
Art Gallery, which aims to promote the 
life, creative work, and teaching career 
of the artist Dechko Uzunov. The year 
2026 marks the 100th anniversary of 
the bir th of Atanas Patsev (1926–
1999), who enrolled at the Academy 
of Arts in the fateful fall of 1944 in the 
class of Prof. Iliya Petrov, but chose 
to study and graduate under Prof. 
Dechko Uzunov. To commemorate this 
occasion, the Sofia City Art Gallery is 
presenting an exhibition of the artist’s 
works in the gallery’s collection cre-
ated during the 1970s and 1980s.

As part of the exhibition, visitors can 
also watch a film dedicated to the work 
of Atanas Patsev.

68 G.S. Rakovski Str., Sofia 
+359 876 565 210  
Open: Mon - Sat - 11:00 - 19:00
www.facebook.com/galleryheritage

FB page: Zerliev
FB page: Silvana Papadami-art
FB page: Stoicho Zerliev Art

“Огън от любов”
Силвана Пападами

Из серията 
“Пламъкът и 

хората”

“Завинаги”
Силвана Пападами

Из серията 
“Пламъкът и 

хората”

“ Пак ще се срещнем след десет години...” 
Благовест Зерлиев

От серията “Ти ме повика, живот”

“Очакване”
Благовест Зерлиев

От серията 
“Ти ме повика, живот”

WANDERINGS ABOUT 
HISTORY. THE PHOTOGRAPHY 

OF ULRICH WÜ ST 

11.09 - 22.11.2026

Sofia City Art Gallery

Opening: September 10th, 
Thursday, 6 p.m. in the

presence of Matthias Flügge

Curated by Matthias Flügge

The work of Ulrich Wü st first 
attracted attention in the 1980s, 
above all on account of his many 
Cityscapes, taken in several towns 
around the GDR. These images show 
scarring from the Second World 
War and an unchecked decay of 
historical built fabric. At the centre of 
his photographic interest, however, 
were those absurdities in urban 
situations that derive as much from 
a lack of attention or cluelessness 
as from wanton destruction or 
uncontrolled development. With 
his camera, Wü st evolved his 
own, very visual way of critiquing 
architecture. It has lost none of 
its poignancy today, especially as 
his argument is never ideological 
but borne along by a sense of 
phenomena that offers as much 

scope for subtle humour as for irony. 

A wider international audience discovered 
Ulrich Wü st’s photography when he 
was invited to exhibit at documenta 
14 in Kassel in 2017. Ulrich Wü st’s 
photographic œuvre, which explores 
Eastern Germany in the broader sense, is 
not confined to the sunken GDR. It might 
be described as a pictorial archaeology 
of our present day. These pictures 
reveal the finds from his “excavations” 
and are at the same time tools of their 
conservation. Wü st has an infallible 
feel for the graphic quality of everyday 
situations, objects and materials, but 
also for the deeper layers of significance 
associated with found images. Examples 
are the enlarged details from East 
German press products that demonstrate 
a manipulative use of photography. 

Ulrich Wü st’s photographic work 
can be contemplated from different 
perspectives. While the observations 
captured here are essentially rooted in 
Germany’s division and its mending, 
at the same time they always relate to 
universal phenomena of social change 
and its material manifestations. The 
seemingly terse images, extremely 
precise in their composition, are the 
fruits of lengthy visual wanderings 
through present sites of recent history. 

sghg.bg
Sofia 1000, 1 Gen. Gurko Str., tel.: 02 987 21 81

СТРАНСТВАНИЯ ИЗ 
ИСТОРИЯТА. ФОТОГРАФИИТЕ 

НА УЛРИХ ВЮСТ

11.09 - 22.11.2026

Софийска градска 
художествена галерия 

Откриване: 10 септември,
четвъртък 18:00 ч., в 

присъствието на Матиас Флюге

Куратор: Матиас Флюге

Творчеството на Улрих Вюст 
започва да привлича вниманието 
през 80-те години на XX век 
предимно с многобройните 
градски пейзажи, заснети 
из различни места в ГДР. 
Тези изображения показват 
белезите от Втората 
световна война и неудържимия 
упадък на историческата 
архитектурна тъкан. В 
центъра на фотографските 
му интереси обаче стоят 
абсурдите в градската среда, 
които произлизат както от 
немарливост и невежество, така 
и от безпричинно разрушаване 
и неконтролирано застрояване. 
Така с помощта на фотоапарата 
си Вюст развива собствен 
визуален подход за критика на 
архитектурата. И днес погледът 
му не е изгубил остротата 
си. Позицията на Вюст по 
същество не е идеологическа, 
а по-скоро носи усещане за 
уловени феномени, които 
предоставят пространство 

едновременно за фин хумор и ирония.
Широката международна публика 
открива фотографиите на Улрих 
Вюст през 2017 г. след участието 
им в изложбата Документа 14 
в Касел. Работата му изследва 
Източна Германия в по-широк 
план, но тя не се изчерпва с 
„потъването“ на Германската 
демократична република, а би 
могла да се определи като визуална 
археология на настоящето. Тези 
фотографии разкриват находки 
от „разкопките“ и същевременно 
се превръщат в инструменти 
за тяхната консервация. Вюст 
притежава безпогрешен усет 
за графичните качества на 
всекидневните ситуации, предмети 
и материали, но и за по-дълбоките 
пластове от значения, които 
се крият зад намерените 
изображения. Пример за това са 
фотоувеличените детайли от 
източногермански печатни медии, 
изобличаващи една манипулативна 
употреба на фотографията.
Работата на Улрих Вюст може 
да бъде разглеждана от различни 
гледни точки. Запечатаните 
наблюдения почиват върху 
германското разделение и неговото 
преодоляване. В същото време 
винаги се отнасят към всеобщия 
феномен на социална промяна и 
неговите материални проявления. 
На пръв поглед лаконични, 
тези изключително прецизни в 
композиционен план изображения 
са плод на продължителни визуални 
странствания из местата  от 
най-новата германска история.
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(up to 24 euro) (up to 40 euro), and (over 40 euro).
The price guide indicates an approximate dining cost per person -
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ХЕРАКЛЕЯ СХЕРАКЛЕЯ СИНТИКА

Магията на Хераклея Синтика отново
оживява с вдъхновяваща културна
програма! Есенните хераклейски празници
наизкустватаще випотопят вмистичния
дух на античния градище виподарят
емоции отвъд очакваното.
Не ги пропускайте!

МУЗИКАМУЗИКА И ВИНО

Долината на Струма пазиживамагията
на древното виненомайсторство.
Потопете се в единистински празник за
сетивата нафестивала „Вкусът на
традициите“, където ви очакват
слънчево вино, музикаи неустоими
местни гозби.

SCAN ME SCAN ME
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 СИНТИКАХЕРАКЛЕЯ СИНТИКА

Магията на Хераклея Синтика отново
оживява с вдъхновяваща културна
програма! Есенните хераклейски празници
наизкустватаще випотопят вмистичния
дух на античния градище виподарят
емоции отвъд очакваното.
Не ги пропускайте!

И ВИНОМУЗИКА И ВИНО

Долината на Струма пазиживамагията
на древното виненомайсторство.
Потопете се в единистински празник за
сетивата нафестивала „Вкусът на
традициите“, където ви очакват
слънчево вино, музикаи неустоими
местни гозби.

SCAN ME SCAN ME
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POLISH INSTITUTE in Sofia
12, Veslets Str.

& +359 2 987 21 59

sofia@instytutpolski.pl

Twitter: @PLISofia

Web: instytutpolski.pl/sofia/

FB: facebook.com/polski.institut.sofia

Instagram: polskiinstitutsofia

Culture Centers - Programme

Polish designers Michał Szulc and Ania Szczygieł 
visit ModaSofia

September 12 | 10:00 a.m.
Sofia Arsenal – Museum of Contemporary Art

Lecture by Michał Szulc:
“The Landscape of Polish Fashion: From Art 
Education to Best Practices in the Fashion 
Industry”

September 13 | Toplocentrala
4:00 PM – Michał Szulc fashion show
6:00 PM – Ania Szczygieł fashion show

JACOB’S BOOK CLUB

Jacob’s Book Club – the second 
meeting of our book club dedicated 
to The Books of Jacob by Olga 
Tokarczuk

Jacob’s Book Club – втора 
сбирка  на книжния ни клуб, 
посветен на „Книгите на Яков“ 
от Олга Токарчук

SEPTEMBER 11 | 7:00 P.M. / 11 СЕПТЕМВРИ | 19:00 Ч.

SEPTEMBER 12–13 / 12–13 СЕПТЕМВРИ | MODA SOFIA

Полските дизайнери Михал Шулц и Аня Шчигел гостуват в ModaSofia

12 септември | 10:00 ч.
Софийски арсенал – Музей на съвременното изкуство

Лекция на Михал Шулц:
„Пейзажът на полската мода: от художественото образование до най-добрите 
практики във фешън индустрията“

13 септември | Топлоцентрала
16:00 ч. – модно ревю на Михал Шулц
18:00 ч. – модно ревю на Аня Шчигел

CULTURE26
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SEPTEMBER 14 | POLISH INSTITUTE - 14 СЕПТЕМВРИ | ПОЛСКИ ИНСТИТУТ

6:00 p.m. – Official opening of the exhibition of the most 
popular Polish proverbs, offering a deeper insight into 
the Polish soul: “The Wisdom of the Past and the Skills 
of the Future”

6:30 p.m. – Piano recital by Marina Mravova as 
par t of the “Young Piano Talents” series.                                                                                
The programme features works by Fryderyk Chopin.

18:00 ч. – Официално откриване на изложбата 
с най-популярните полски пословици, които ни 
позволяват да надникнем по-дълбоко в полската 
душа: „Мъдростта на миналото и уменията на 
бъдещето“

18:30 ч. – Клавирен рецитал на Марина Мравова 
от цикъла  „Млади таланти на пианото“.                                      
В програмата: творби на Фредерик Шопен.

SEPTEMBER 26 | 26 СЕПТЕМВРИ

European Day of Languages – Polish booth with language 
games and activities

Европейски ден на езиците – полски щанд с езикови 
игри и забавления

SEPTEMBER 26–27 | 26–27 СЕПТЕМВРИ

The square in front of the Ivan Vazov National 
Theatre

Площадът пред Народния театър „Иван 
Вазов“

Подлезът на бул. „Петко Ю. Тодоров“                 
до пазара „Иван Вазов“

Underpass at Petko Yu. Todorov Blvd.,           
next to Ivan Vazov Market

SEPTEMBER 27 | 7:00 P.M. - 27 СЕПТЕМВРИ | 19:00 Ч.

Nikolay Binev Youth Theatre Младежки театър „Николай Бинев“

Premiere of Olga Tokarczuk’s novel E.E. 
(ICU Publishing, 2026)

With translator Krum Krumov and publisher 
Nevena Dishlieva.

Moderator: Nikolay Kolev

Премиера на романа „Е.Е.“ на Олга 
Токарчук (изд. ICU, 2026)

С участието на преводача Крум Крумов и 
издателката Невена Дишлиева. 

Модератор: Николай Колев

SEPTEMBER 29 | 7:00 P.M. - 29 СЕПТЕМВРИ | 19:00 Ч.

Prof. Pancho Vladigerov Hall, National 
Academy of Music

Зала на НМА „Проф Панчо Владигеров“

Концерт на органиста  проф.  Роман 
Перуцки и флейтиста Лукаш Длугош в 
рамките на Фестивала „Камералия“.

Concert by organist Prof. Roman Perucki 
and flautist Łukasz Długosz, as part of the 
Cameralia Festival.

Открийте полската култура в София!

Посетете Полския институт, за да 
научите повече!

Discover Polish culture in Sofia!

Visit the Polish Institute to learn more!

SOFIA URBAN ART 2026: United in Colors
Featuring Polish graffiti artist Roza

CULTURE 27

SOFIA URBAN ART 2026: United in Colors
Участие на полската графити артистка Роза
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MUZEIKO 
Sofia 1700,
3, Prof. Boyan Kamenov Str.

& 02/ 902 00 00
www.muzeiko.bg 
Open: Tue - Sun, 10:00 – 18:00

“Muzeiko” is a modern science center for children 
– the biggest one in Eastern Europe.  It offers 
its visitors the opportunity to enjoy 13 theme 
exhibitions trough 130 interactive educational 
games and different spaces for creative activities. 

EARTH AND MAN NATIONAL MUSEUM
Unique mineralogical museum keeps more than 20 

000 samples collected all over the world.

4, Cherni Vrah Blvd. 
& 02 865 66 39
www.earthandman.org
Open: Tue-Sat, 10.00-18.00

NATIONAL HISTORY MUSEUM 
Museum contents more than 650 000 exhibits 

and is one of the largest history museums on the 

Balkans. Amazing recent Thracian gold discoveries.

Boyana, 16, Vitoshko Lale Str.
(Residence Boyana, Palace 1)
& 02 955 42 80
www.historymuseum.org
Open: Mon-Sun, 09.30 -18.00

ARCHAELOGICAL MUSEUM
Permanent and temporally exhibitions at: Prehistory 

Hall, Vault, Central Hall, Middle Ages Hall. The 

famous Vulchitrun gold treasure is among the most 

precious exhibits in Bulgaria’s oldest museum.

2, Saborna Str.
(next to the Bulgarian Nat. Bank) 
& 02 988 24 06
www.naim.bg
Open: Tue-Sun, 10.00-17.00

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
The richest museum of natural history on the 

Balkans. Over a million specimens of animals, 

plants and minerals. 

1, Tsar Osvoboditel Blvd.

(near the Russian Church)

www.nmnhs.com

& 02 987 41 95

Open: Mon–Sun, 10.00-18.00

MUSEUMS

7

8

9

11
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THE PALACE
1, Knyaz  Alexander I Square
& +3592 980 00 93 
Temporary exhibitions from famous Bulgarian and foreign 
museums, collections and artists.

ROYAL PALACE

KVADRAT 500
St. Alexander Nevsky Square
1, 19 February Str.
& +3592 980 72 62, +3592 988 49 22
Over 2000 paintings, graphics and sculptures by Bulgarian 
and foreign artists are included in the representative 
exposition from the gallery collection in 28 halls on 
four levels. The works widely present the period of the 
Bulgarian Revival from 19th century and the modern and 
contemporary national art till the end of the 20th century. 
It is uniquely harmonized with art from Europe, Asia, Africa 
and America. KVADRAT 500

MUSEUM OF CHRISTIAN ART AT THE 
CRYPT OF ST. ALEXANDER NEVSKY  
CATHEDRAL
Sofia, 1, St. Alexander Nevsky Square
& +3592  981 57 75
The exposition presents the Christian ar t in the 
Bulgarian region. It includes the period from the official 
Christianisation of the Roman Empire in the 4th  century 
untill  the Bulgarian Revival (17th – 19th  centuries): icons, 
religious wall paintings and church plate.  MUSEUM OF CHRISTIAN ART

THE NATIONAL GALLERY
The National Gallery is the biggest Bulgarian art museum. In its collection there are more than 42 000 works of art from 
Bulgaria, Europe, Asia, America and Africa. The departments of the National Gallery are: The Palace, Kvadrat 500, Museum 
of Christian Art, Museum of Socialist Art and Sofia Arsenal – Museum for Contemporary Art .

http://www.nationalgallery.bg/
https://www.facebook.com/NacionalnaGaleriaBulgaria/
Tel. +3592 980 00 93

MUSEUM OF ILLUSIONS
16, Maria Luiza Blvd.,
Open: Mon–Sun 10:00–20:00
&+359 88 797 9279
info@museumofillusions.bg
museumofillusions.bg

The museum exhibition is a 400 m2 space where 
illusions meet scientific inventions and arts: physics 
and optics are displayed together with mysterious 
artworks and classical riddles. The exceptional 

educational experience 
is enriched by interactive 
enter tainment — 
drawing with a light, 
creating shadows and 
unforgettable moments 
in the world upside 
down. Have any doubts 
how one or another 
invention works? Smiling assistants are ready to 
reveal the secrets of the incredible world of illusions. 

12

13

14

15

HISTORICAL MUSEUM – PETRICH
Founded in 1966, the museum relocated to a 
striking, eco-friendly building in Petrich City 
Park in May 2022. Today, it stands as a hub 
of modern museology, bringing the past to life 
through cutting-edge innovation.

Visitors can explore the museum’s most valuable 
artifacts - including the complete collection of 
discoveries unearthed from the ancient city of 
Heraclea Sintica - across three main exhibitions: 
Archaeology, History, and Ethnography. 
This experience is elevated by immersive 
technologies like 3D reconstructions, interactive 
kiosks, and holograms, all complemented by 
a contemporary screening and relaxation area.

2850 Petrich, Bulgaria,                                   80 
Rockefeller Street,
Open: Monday – Sunday, 8:00
&+359 87 981 9509
museumpetrich@gmail.com

HISTORICAL MUSEUM - PETRICH
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пл. „Княз Александър І“ № 1

1000 София

& + 359 2 980 00 93

e-mail: office@nationalgallery.bg

Web: nationalgallery.bg

Ivan Hristov (1900–1987)
The Old Mill in Bansko, 1937
oil on canvas, 54 x 64,5 cm

Иван Христов (1900–1987)
Старата воденица в Банско, 1937

масленин бои върху платно, 54 x 64,5 cm

THE NATIONAL GALLERY
PRESENTS

IVAN HRISTOV
/1900-1987/ 

Till 20 September 2026

The Palace, 1, Knyaz Alexander I Sq., Sofia

Ivan Hristov (1900–1987), one of the 
most prominent masters of Bulgarian 
landscape painting, created hundreds of 
canvases reflecting the intransient in our 
native nature and Revivalist architecture, 
recreating and preserving their rich spiritual 
impact. He worked in this genre alongside 
Boris Denev, Nikola Tanev, Sirak Skitnik, 
Vladimir Rilski, Atanas Staykov, Danail 
Dechev, Pencho Georgiev, Mario Zhekov, 
among many others. He was a member 
of the Native Art Society. The painter’s 
oeuvre is recognisable by its rich colour 
palette and expressive brushstrokes. 
The building elements of his style are in 
harmony with the material power of nature. 
Critics responded favourably to his strong 
individuality and idiosyncratic painting 
technique. High international recognition 
for the artist was the Gold Medal at the 
1937 Paris International Exhibition, where 
he showed his painting, ‘Sozopol Houses’. 

Ivan Hristov’s retrospectives have been 
held at the Nikola Petrov Art Gallery in Vidin 
(2015) and the Hristo Tsokev Art Gallery 
in Gabrovo (2017). The current extensive 
exposition comprises predominantly 
unexhibited works owned by his heirs and 
by admirers of his art, as well as paintings 
from the collections of the National Gallery 
and the Plovdiv City Art Gallery.

Ivan Hristov (1900–1987)
Belogradchik, 1934

oil on canvas, 54 x 63 cm

Иван Христов (1900–1987)
Белоградчик, 1934

масленин бои върху платно, 54 x 63 cm

Ivan Hristov (1900–1987)
Landscape, 1936

oil on canvas, 55 x 65 cm

Иван Христов (1900–1987)
Пейзаж, 1936

масленин бои върху платно, 55 x 65 cm
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НАЦИОНАЛНАТА ГАЛЕРИЯ
ПРЕДСТАВЯ

ИВАН ХРИСТОВ
/1900-1987/ 

до 20 септември 2026

Двореца, пл. „Княз Александър I“ №1

Иван Христов (1900–1987) е сред най-
изявените майстори на българската 
пейзажна живопис. Създава стотици 
платна, отразили непреходното в 
родната природа и възрожденската ни 
архитектура, пресъздава и съхранява 
тяхното богато духовно въздействие. 
Работи в този жанр редом с Борис Денев, 
Никола Танев, Сирак Скитник, Владимир 
Рилски, Атанас Стайков, Данаил Дечев, 
Пенчо Георгиев, Марио Жеков и др. 
Членува в дружество „Родно изкуство“. 
Творчеството на живописеца е 
разпознаваемо чрез наситената цветова 
палитра и експресивна мазка. Градивните 
елементи на стила му са в съзвучие 
с веществената сила на натурата. 
Критиката реагира положително 
на силната му индивидуалност и 
характерната живописна техника. Високо 
международно признание за художника 
е златният медал от Световното 
изложение в Париж през 1937, на което 
показва картината „Созополски къщи“.

Ретроспективи на Иван Христов 
са представяни в ХГ „Никола Петров“ 
– Видин (2015) и ХГ „Христо Цокев“ – 
Габрово (2017). Настоящата мащабна 
изложба е съставена основно от 
непоказвани творби, собственост на 
неговите наследници и на почитатели 
на изкуството му, както и от картини 
от фонда на Националната галерия и 
ГХГ – Пловдив.

Ivan Hristov (1900–1987)
Townscape of Melnik, 1973

oil on canvas, 65 x 82 cm

Иван Христов (1900–1987)
Мелник , 1973

масленин бои върху платно, 65 x 82 cm

Ivan Hristov (1900–1987)
Old Street in Plovdiv, 1936
oil on canvas, 55 x 65 cm

Иван Христов (1900–1987)
Стара улица в Пловдив, 1936

масленин бои върху платно, 55 x 65 cm
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Nestled at the crossroads of 
Europe and Asia, Bulgaria is a land 
where ancient history, breathtaking 
landscapes and vibrant traditions 
come together. Inhabited since 
prehistoric times, the country has 
been shaped by the Thracians, 
Proto-Bulgarians and Slavs, whose 
remarkable legacy continues to 
enrich Europe’s cultural heritage.
According to ancient Greek mythology, 
the mystical Rhodope Mountains 
were home to Orpheus – the 

capital: soifa
Offi  cial language: Bulgarian
Currency: Euro (€)
Population: 6,790,279
Area: 110,993 sq km

Pirin National Park

legendary poet and musician whose 
enchanting voice was said to charm 
people, animals and even the gods.

Every region of Bulgaria reveals 
a unique blend of history, culture 
and tradition, preserving countless 
masterpieces of both tangible and 
intangible heritage.

Among the country’s greatest 
archaeological treasures is the Varna 
Chalcolithic Necropolis, dating back 
to around 4000 BC, where the world’s 
oldest processed gold was discovered. 
Equally impressive are the Thracian 
tombs and sanctuaries of Kazanlak, 
Sveshtari, Starosel and Alexandrovo, 
together with the magnificent Thracian 
gold treasures that have made Bulgaria 
famous around the world.

The Bulgarian people have preserved 
this remarkable heritage while enriching 
it through centuries of history, creativity 
and spiritual tradition.

EXPLORE BULGARIA32
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Bulgaria has made an enduring 
contribution to European civilisation. 
It gave the world the Proto-Bulgarian 
Calendar, considered one of the most 
accurate calendars of the ancient 
world; the Glagolitic alphabet, created 
by Saints Cyril and Methodius, who 
were later proclaimed Co-Patrons 
of Europe by Pope John Paul II; 
and the first translations of the Holy 
Scriptures into Old Bulgarian, laying 
the foundations of Slavic literacy.
The country’s medieval monasteries 
and churches are among Europe’s 
finest cultural monuments. The 
magnificent Rila Monastery—the 
largest monastery in Bulgaria and 
one of the most impressive in the 
Balkans—is the country’s spiritual 
symbol. Together with eight other 
remarkable sites, it is inscribed on the 

From the soaring alpine 
peaks of the Rila and Pirin 
Mountains to the endless 
blue horizon of the Black Sea, 
Bulgaria offers extraordinary 
natural diversity. Its golden 
coastline stretches from 
Durankulak in the north 
to Rezovo in the south, 
revealing charming seaside 
towns, unspoilt beaches and 
dramatic coastal scenery.

UNESCO World Heritage List. These 
include the Madara Rider, the Thracian 
Tomb of Kazanlak, Pirin National Park, 
Boyana Church, the Srebarna Nature 
Reserve, the Ancient City of Nessebar, 
the Thracian Tomb of Sveshtari, and 
the Rock-Hewn Churches of Ivanovo.

Bulgaria’s picturesque heritage 
towns—including Arbanasi, Bozhentsi, 
Etar, Zheravna, Koprivshtitsa, Kotel, 
Melnik, Nessebar, Sozopol and 
Tryavna—captivate visitors with 
their timeless charm, traditional 
architecture and authentic atmosphere.
In this section, we invite you to discover 
some of Bulgaria’s most fascinating 
destinations through carefully selected 
travel routes, together with practical 
tips and inspiring ideas to help you 
experience the country at its very best.

WHY VISIT BULGARIA?
Spectacular 

Nature
A Natural 

Wellness Destination

With more than 600 
mineral springs, Bulgaria 
ranks among Europe’s 
leading SPA and wellness 
destinations. Rich in 
minerals and renowned for 
their therapeutic qualities, 
these natural thermal waters 
have attracted visitors since 
Roman times. Today they 
offer the perfect combination 
of relaxation, rejuvenation 
and holistic well-abeing 
in spectacular natural 
surroundings.

Veliko Tarnovo
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Страната ни е разположена на 
кръстопътя между Азия и Европа, 
земя с хилядолетна история. 
Територията на днешна България 
е населявана от незапомнени 
времена. Траките, прабългарите и 
славяните са оставили ярка следа в 
световното културно наследство.

Именно тук, в магичните Родопи, 
според древногръцката митология 
е живял Орфей – легендарният 
поет и музикант с ангелски глас, 
смятан за един от най-великите 
творци на Античността.

Рилски манастир

Всеки кът на България пази 
неповторими образци на 
материалната и духовната култура 
с изключителна художествена 
стойност. 

Световноизвестни са Варненският 
халколитен некропол, датиран около 
4000 г. пр. Хр., в който е открито 
най-старото обработено злато 
в света, както и тракийските 
гробници и светилища в Казанлък, 
Свещари, Старосел и Александрово, 
заедно с многобройните прочути 
тракийски златни съкровища.

Българите са наследили това 
древно културно богатство и са 
го обогатили с многовековния си 
исторически опит. Те са дали на 
света прабългарския календар, 
признат за един от най-точните 
в древността, първата славянска 
азбука, създадена от светите 
братя Кирил и Методий, които 
папа Йоан Павел II обявява за 
съпокровители на Европа, както 
и старобългарския превод на 
свещените книги.
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Средновековните манастири 
и църкви в България са сред 
най-ценните паметници на 
европейската култура. Особено 
място заема Рилският манастир 
– най-големият манастир в 
България и вторият по големина 
на Балканския полуостров. Той, 
заедно с още осем обекта, е 
включен в Списъка на световното 
културно и природно наследство на 
ЮНЕСКО. Сред тях са Мадарският 
конник, Казанлъшката тракийска 
гробница, Национален парк „Пирин“, 
Боянската църква, природният 
резерват „Сребърна“, Старият 

Насладете се на 
спиращи дъха пейзажи - 
от алпийското величие 

на Рила и Пирин до 
безкрайната синева 
на Черноморието и 
неговите златисти 
плажове, свързващи 
Дуранкулак и Резово.

КАКВО ОЩЕ ВИ ОЧАКВА ТУК? 
Величествена 

природа Извор на здраве

Над 600 минерални 
извора превръщат 
страната ни в една 

от водещите и 
най-разнообразни 
СПА дестинации в 
Европа. Богати на 
лечебни свойства, 

тези термални води 
са безценен природен 
лек, който дълбоко 

регенерира организма 
и възвръща жизнения 

тонус.

град на Несебър, Свещарската 
тракийска гробница и Ивановските 
скални църкви.
Малките музейни градове с 
неповторима атмосфера – 
Арбанаси, Боженци, Етъра, 
Жеравна, Копривщица, Котел, 
Мелник, Несебър, Созопол и 
Трявна – привличат посетители 
от цял свят.В тази рубрика ще 
намерите нашите предложения 
за туристически маршрути до 
най-забележителните места в 
страната, както и още много 
полезни съвети и идеи за пътуване.

Архитектурно-етнографски 
комплекс “Етъра”
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Humanitarian Organizations

BULGARIAN RED CROSS
National Council
76 James Boucher Blvd.
1407 Sofia
Bulgaria

Airport information
SOF Connect AD 1, Christopher Columbus 

Blvd., 1540 Sofia, Bulgaria
office@sof-connect.com

Flight information: 24/7
& +359 2 937 22 11
& +359 2 937 22 12
& +359 2 937 22 13

Important phone numbers
Airport medical service:

& +359 2 937 21 46

Border police:

& +359 2 937 30 50

& +359 2 982 75 45

Airport fire and rescue service:

& +359 2 937 23 33

Airline Companies

Railway
Central Railway Station
Knyaginya Maria Luiza Blvd. (map C0)

&  02 931 11 11, 02 932 33 33

bdz.bg

CENTRAL BUS STATION
100, Knyaginya Maria Luiza Blvd. (map C0)

& 0900 21 000

centralnaavtogara.bg

Business buildings

Litex Tower
ул “Лъчезар Станчев” №3,

1756 София, България

office@litextower.com

&  +359 88 9970 990 

Litex Tower welcomes you to a modern, fully 
equipped conference center, suitable for events 
of various scales and with a capacity of up 
to 120 participants. Located in a key area 
with excellent access to the metro and public 
transportation, the conference center brings 
together everything you need to host successful 
events that meet the high standards of today’s 

business environment.

Литекс Тауър Ви посреща с модерен и 
напълно оборудван конферентен център, 
подходящ за събития с различен 
мащаб и капацитет до 120 участници. 
Разположен на ключова локация с отлична 
връзка с метро и градски транспорт, 
конферентният център събира на едно 
място всичко необходимо за провеждането 
на успешни събития, отговарящи на 
високите стандарти на съвременния 

бизнес.

Capital Fort
90 Tsarigradsko Shose blvd

info@capitalfort.com

capitalfort.com/

&  +359 879 561 554 

Capital Fort is a modern and highly functional 
126-meter skyscraper that welcomes visitors 
to the capital with avant-garde architectural 
forms and elegant design, making it a worthy 
competitor to financial and business centers 
around the world.
The complex consists of two office buildings, a 
financial center, conference rooms, bank offices, 

retail outlets, and underground parking spaces.

Капитал форт е  модерен и суперфункционален 
126м. небостъргач – Capital Fort, който 
посреща гостите на столицата с 
авангардни архитектурни форми и елегантен 
дизайн, като бъде достоен конкурент на 
финансовите търговски центрове по света.
Комплексът се състои от две офис сгради, 
финансов център, конферентни зали, банкови 
офиси, търговски обекти и  подземни парко 
места.
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Luggage storage in Sofia

LockStars Lockers
Serdika metro station subway

Sofia Center, Solunska Street 10А

& +359 885 66 09 09

www.lockstars.eu

See our map
24/7 luggage lockers in Sofia City Centre, 
no booking required

Consigna de equipaje en Sofia
Consignas de equipaje 24/7 en el centro de 
Sofia, sin necesidad de reserva.
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Medical Services

MHATEM “N.I.Pirogov”
Emergency : 02/ 915 44 11
1606 Sofia, 21, Totleben Blvd

diagnostics, therapy, education and training, 

scientific research, methodology, emergency 

help. The Embassy the country you came from may 
be able to refer you to a doctor who speaks your 
language. The Accident and Emergency Hospital for 
Sofia is the Pirogov hospital at 21, Gen. Totleben Blvd.

TOKUDA HOSPITAL
24 Hours Emergency Response
In-patient and out-patient Services
36 Clinics and Departments 
Logistical support
51B “Nikola I. Vaptsarov” Blvd. 
entrance from “At. Dukov” Str.
Call center: 02/ 403 4000
Emergency: 02/ 403 4112
tokuda.info@acibademcityclinic.bg

UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL 
“LOZENETZ”
1 Kozyak Str., 1407 Sofia

e-mail:patients@lozenetz-hospital.bg

& 02 9607 682

& 0700 700 85

•24 Hour Emergency Response

•In-patient and Out-patient Care

•26 Clinics

•Colon Centre

•Metabolic Centre

•Pancreatic Centre

•Psychological Centre

“Lozenets” University Hospital for Active 

Treatment is a multidisciplinary facility 

specialized in diagnostic and therapeutic 

activities such as medical imaging, invasive 

cardiology, invasive surgery, etc.

The guiding principles of work are:

•High quality of medical services

•Competence and professionalism in services

•Personal attitude to each patient

The headquarters of the Bulgarian Red Cross 
is open every day from 8:30 to 17:00, including 
Saturday and Sunday. Volunteers and staff 
accept and process material donations. 
tel. 02/843 10 47 - first aid courses for Sofia-
city (61 Dondukov Blvd.)
tel. 02/81 64 700 - security and information
phone 02/963 20 00; 02/81 64 777 - on duty 
at the central round-the-clock post of the 
Mountain Rescue Service
tel. 08001 1466 - Contact center for support
info@redcross.bg - For signals to the 
Bulgarian Red Cross
pressoffice@redcross.bg Press center

THE UNHCR REPRESENTATIVE IN BULGARIA
Sofia Center, Pozitano Sq 2
& 02 980 2453
bulso@unhcr.org
bulsoprt@unhcr.org
Open: Mon -Fri 9:00-18:00








	01_COVERS_September_2026
	02_BODY_September_2026
	03_KARTA_FACE_September_2026
	04_KARTA_BACK_September_2026

